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Simulator exercise teaches
professionals about the

fessmnals better understand

those needs.

. And Fisher was among ;
more than 70 employees from

various York C

low- mcome’peOple they

¥ ‘workers to
their needs, it’s often difficult
for the socml WOl‘kell‘S to un-

‘derstand the
needs of the fami-
lies first hand,

@ t%%ﬁ%?@ photos at

 service agencies who parti
pated in the simulation. .

ees were separated into
lated low-1 -income familie

ous solutions to pay for bﬂls

such as rent, utilities,

transportatlon and clothmg

'w1th1n a one-month period

But each
family starts
without money.
Tocover fi-

m&g com

said Abby Fisher, Y"”‘ﬁ“

social worker for

Lutheran Social Services.

.. Butat York College on.
 Thursday, a poverty simula-

_ tion helped social service pro-

nances, each

' tannly could sell its Valuables
- to a pawn shop for money. Ad-
 ditionally, a family could make

money by recewm g unem pley~

ment beneflts food stamps or
by having a worklng family

member who recelves a Weekly
check -
The smlulatlon was broken

down info four 15-minute peri-
 ods, with each period serving

simulated week.

The situation was chfferent
for each simulated family.
Fisher was partnered with
Hector Ortiz, a social wor ker ,
with Dauphm County Office of

 Human Services. Orfiz and
_Pisher were considered an un-
~ married couple with a

1-year-old child living in an

_apartment, and together they

had to come up with $730t0
pay their bills in the snnu]ated ~
one-month period. ,

Throughout the entire exer-
cise, Ortiz looked for work
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while Fisher visited a sim-
ulated pawn shop, grocery.

gtore, bank and other sim-

1ulated agencies.

Ortiz and Fisher en-
countered several problems
inthe four—weekysimula{

_tion. Ortiz wasunableto
cash his work check be-
_cause the bank was closed,

for example, and Fisher

‘spent valuable time apply-

ing for benefits. Addition-

ally, the simulation would

_ deal with low-income indi-

vidualsor low-income iam- ‘

ilies make assumptions,

randomly give a familya

situation that might cause
financial difficulties, such
as Ortiz being notified he

needed to pay for a famﬂy

_member’s funeral.

Understandmg Bythe ;

end of the simulation;

- Ortiz said the experience
_ will help him in his 1ea1—
‘ hfe professmn .

such as unemployed people‘
_ arejust lazy,” Ortiz said.

“But going through some-

thing like this makes you

understand them better.”

Fisher agreed. “We hear
~about experiences of low-

income individuals and

.~ low-income families,” she
 said. “But until you per-
- }sonally go through living
, __ in povert
‘ “Sometlmes people Who ;

7, you Just cant
know What 1t’s hke

The simulation kit was.
created by the Missouri As-

sociation for Community
Action. York College pur- |
chased the kit several

years ago and has already
- conducted the simulation

Wr‘h more than 125 York

' Cd]lege students. Wednes- "
day was the first time the
~ simulation was held for -

professionals, said Mary

Ligon, a simulation orga-
nizer and assistant profes—k ,

sor of ger ontology atthe
school:
“We have done for stu-

 dents in the pastj‘bm‘; we

thought this would be very

. beneficial to those who
;iwork in the social services

field,” she said.
;—Reach John Walk 0;25

. 505-5439 or jwalk@york-

dispatch.com or follow on

- Twitter @ydcity.



